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The University of M ontana
University Communications
Missoula; MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

NEWS RELEASE

Sept. 9, 1992
$1.2 M ILLION GRANT PAVES WAY FO R PUBLIC TV STATION AT UM
MISSOULA Longstanding dreams for a public television station at The University of Montana will come
true within the next three years, thanks to a $1.2 million federal grant and cooperative eitorts with
Montana State University.
"All of us at the University are delighted," UM Provost Robert Kindrick said, calling the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration grant a "recognition of institutional
and system efforts to bring Montana-based public television to the state.
The grant, announced Wednesday by Sen. Conrad Bums, will enable UM to establish a
public television station, KUFM-TV, as a companion to its public radio station, KUFM,
Telecommunications Director David Wilson said. With the addition ot KUFM-TV, Montana Public
Television will serve virtually the entire state, adding western Montana to the eastern and central
Montana areas served by MSU’s public TV station, KUSM, he said.
KUFM-TV should be broadcasting over Channel 11 within three years, Wilson said, adding
"it’s a whole new exciting possibility to benelit western Montana, The University ot Montana and
the state."
The $1,227,974 grant will be augmented by about $400,(XX) in matching funds from UM,
MSU and the state, he said. A two-way video and audio link between the two universities will
allow each to broadcast the other’s programming, he said. KUSM programming will be broadcast
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to western Montana through a Missoula transmitter, with UM original programs inserted.
Wilson praised the "excellent cooperative effort" between UM and MSU that made this
project possible, and Kindrick added: "We appreciate the dedication of all those involved in the
grant, and we are especially grateful for the help of our supporters at the state and national levels."
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